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Intergenerational “Pentecost

*Q\E’E Preparation Event”
[\/

Sunday, May 27
PENTECOST 000 AN
Who? Children, Youth, and Adults!
What? Come together to learn the story of

Pentecost and make preparations for a
special Pentecost worship experience.

Where? Fellowship Hall.
When? Sunday, May 27, 9:00 — 9:45 AM.
Why? Because you don’t want to miss out on

this opportunity for fellowship and
learning about an exciting festival day in
the life of the church!

Confirmation Sunday
June 10, 2007
Confirmation Chass
On Sunday, June 10, at the

10:00 AM worship service the -
members of this year’s confirmation =
class: Deanna Baasch, Kristy Charnok, If‘ \
Julia Doiron, Rebekah Fenn, Brianne
Lebel-Stephen, Rachel Narkewicz, Annie Pigeon,
Feodor Skira, and Kayla Thomas, will have the
opportunity to lead us in worship. Over the last few
months, these young people have been meeting to learn
more about their faith, their church, and their
understanding of what it means to be a member of the
church. Plan to be with us on this exciting day in the
spiritual journeys of these young people!

WHAT DO THESE HAVE IN COMMON?

...Scavenger hunt, munchies, music,
hamburgers, badminton, hot dogs, clowns,
fellowship, ice cream and
fun, fun, fun..! All of these can be found at the
Church Picnic on Sunday, June 17. The fun will
begin after the 10:00 AM worship service. Food will be
served around noon on the north lawn.

This is a great opportunity to mingle and, better
yet, come to the Sunday service dressed in casual
clothes!

Suggested donation is $3 per person or $10 per
family - you decide how much to give! You only need
to bring a blanket, towel, or lawn chair to sit on. The
food is all provided.

The menu includes hamburgers, veggie burgers,
hot dogs, potato salad, coleslaw, and dessert.

You won't want to miss the Dessert Auction -
proceeds go directly to the Community Cupboard. Bring
your best baking donations for this auction and your $$
to bid!

Don't miss this dynamic social activity at Grace!

Mark your Calendar! Don’t miss out on the fun!
Summer Opportunities at Grace Church

1,7
Vacation Bible School ... @‘i Y
July 30 - August 3. Jp.
Volunteers are needed to teach,
help with crafts, recreation, mission, snacks, and music!
Watch for registration forms to be out soon! If you are
interested in helping with VBS this summer, see Tracy.

Summer Mission Trip ... August4 - 11

We will be working with Rural Community
Action Ministry in Leeds, Maine where we will be
helping with repair and rehabilitation of the homes of
rural elderly, disabled, and disadvantaged families. Our
group will be limited to 20 people so we hope to fill that
with eager and enthusiastic youth and adult volunteers.
Watch for registration forms to be available soon.
Anyone interested in going or being put on a list of
potential participants can contact Tracy Weatherhogg.
(More details inside.)

Local Mission Work Week ... August 6 - 10

Again this year we will have a Local Mission Week
where we will be involved in a number of hands-on
volunteer projects in the Rutland area. We will have a
special opportunity this year for a number of volunteers
to work with Volunteers for Peace at Dismas House for
the week. More detailed information will be available

soon. Those interested in participating can contact Joan
Sonneborn (483-2099)



I am the Church. You are the Church...

From the earliest of Church school memories comes
this little ditty about how we are God’s church together!

Pentecost is the day in the season of the Church year
created by the coming and receiving of God’s promised
Spirit, who comes not just us, but literally

us! All that we do together, as God’s people is
about accomplishing God’s mission and ministry on
earth. Literally, we represent God - Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in our actions and our voices every day
guided by the Holy Spirit!
So...

< When we gather for worship on Sunday morning
we are worshiping God with our voices and our
spirits. When the choir sings on our behalf, we

!

< When a group of us goes to Back Bay Mission in
Biloxi to help rebuild a community devastated by
Hurricane Katrina, we are the church united in the
hammering of nails!

< When we support others working locally at the
Dismas House or at the Community Cupboard,
we are supporting God’s work in their actions!

< When we make our building space available to
AA groups and others groups who meet each
week, we are God’s safe haven, warm and
welcoming!

< When we give to Church World Service through
the Blanket Offering or the CROPWALK or
through the ministry of school kits or hygiene
kits, we support God’s work through a whole
network of missionaries throughout the world!

< When we give $52,000 dollars to the

budget of the United

Church of Christ, we are helping to provide
immediate emergency assistance in global
disasters; we are helping retired clergy pay their
medical expenses; we are assisting the numerous
‘little’ missions throughout the United States and
abroad that do crucial work on behalf of the poor;
we are staffing the work of the national and
regional offices of the church in assisting
churches do their work around the country and
here locally in Vermont.

<  When we give to our Church budget through our
pledges, we ! " #
$ of all these ministries and more
throughout the year ahead!

As our church continues to grow in mission and
ministry, we are striving to be faithful to God’s call upon
all our lives. Just as on that Pentecost day so long ago,
we can do “all things through him who strengthens us!”
P.S. Have a restful Sabbatical Rip! %/‘

You deserve it!!
NOTE: Come early to request one of your favorite
hymns! Each Sunday beginning at 9:45 AM throughout

the summer, beginning on June 17 we will have an
informal hymn sing with your requests.

Grace Golf Association Begins
2007 Season!

) Beginning June 6 throughout the end of
the summer, each Wednesday you are invited
to join an intrepid group of golfers who enjoy
the fellowship of the links. You do not need to be a
member of Grace Church nor an expert golfer to join us,
you just need a spirit of joy as together we grow in
patience and skill as God demonstrates the gifts of the
Spirit to each of us through the game of golf!
Contact the Church Office for a schedule of play
and join us! All are welcome!

Summer Worship at Grace Church
Twelve Steps to Faithful Living
Summer Sermon Series

Beginning in June and lasting throughout the
summer, the preaching staff at Grace Church
will focus on the strength and character
found within the Twelve Steps created to
engage, encourage and strengthen those
seeking release from addictive lifestyles.

Although many of us do not struggle with

addictive lifestyles, most of us can benefit from the
practical steps toward healthier relationship not only
with our God, but with each other! Have you ever
actually tried the Twelve Steps?

A famous Christian author and speaker wrote a
book some time ago entitled, % %

& " # "#

. In this engaging book, Keith Miller talks about
his own struggle to recognize that, although he was not
an ‘alcoholic,” he needed the practice of the ‘steps’ in
order to heal some open wounds in his life. He grew
immensely in his relationship with God and those around
him by practicing the 12 steps outlined in “the program.”

We invite you to join us throughout the summer
for worship and practice of God’s steps toward a more
profound spiritual maturity!



Opportunities for Children this Summer

Summer Fun Days for Preschoolers
Thursdays, June 28 and August 23

9:30 - 11:30 AM @
All three to five year olds are &%ﬂf

welcome to come and join us for a morning

filled with activities and fun at Grace Church this

summer! Registration is appreciated but not required.

Let Tracy know if your child is planning to attend

(775.4301/ tracy(@gracechurchvt.org).

Summer Book Discussion and Movies

for Kids!
Wednesdays, July 25 and August 22
1:30 - 4:30 PM

All kids who have completed
grades 3-6 (and any others who have read
the book and would like to join us!) are invited to join us
this summer reading. Look for the books on our book
table this summer or through the Church Office and then
plan to join us from 1:30-4:30 PM to discuss the book
and watch the movie together. Ice cream sundaes,
popcorn, and games too!

We will be reading:

July25- & ( & )

August 22 —* + with a trip to visit a real live horse
too so meeting time may be adjust somewhat! Watch for
details!

See Tracy Weatherhogg for more information
and to sign-up (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org).

Vacation Bible School

July 30 - August 3, 2007 {} 3 :
9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon - e £ T
-7 ' = -*'1-':' #‘L
Children ages 3 years old )
through grade 6 are welcome to join us for a week of fun
and learning! Youth and adults are welcome to join us
as volunteers! (NOTE: Childcare for infants to 3 year
olds will be available for children of volunteers.)
Volunteers are needed to teach, work with crafts, lead
recreation, music, help with the mission project, snacks,
decorate, and help in the classrooms. Contact Tracy if
you are interested in volunteering or for more
information (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org).

A registration form is included in this STAR
and additional registration forms are available through
the Church Office.

We are looking forward to a great week!

Heifer Project Fill the Ark
Materials Available

Stop by the church office throughout the week
or one of the literature tables on a Sunday morning to
pick up your * + Giving Calendar and bank. To
get us ready for our week of Vacation Bible school
where we will be learning more about the Heifer Project,
everyone is encouraged to pick up a calendar and learn
more about we can do to be a part of real solutions to
world hunger. Fill your bank and bring in with you to
VBS or to worship some Sunday in August as we will
work together to fill an ark!

Calling All Kids - Kindergartners and up!!
Join the Heifer Project’s
Read to Feed Program this summer!

Join in the fun and excitement N
with other kids from Grace Church, ‘L""P;—i‘
while doing something to make the HEIFER ‘

INTERNATIONAL

world a better place! Through -
*  ®, you can help hungry people all over the world to
be better fed, proud, and self-reliant. You have the
power to be part of hopeful solutions to some very tough
global problems!

What is Read to Feed and how can you be involved?

First, pick up materials in the Church Office, after
worship on Sunday mornings or at a gathering on
Thursday, June 28 from 1:30 — 3:00 PM

Then, start reading and collecting sponsors who agree
to donate money for books that you read so that together
we can purchase an animal and help make the world a
better place.

Finally, come back on Thursday, August 23" from
1:30 — 3:00 PM to see how we did and celebrate!
Adults ... your help is needed too!
Watch for those children who are participating on
Sunday mornings and offer to be a sponsor!
Together we can make a difference!

Calling all youth!

Silver Lake Camping Trip
Barnard, VT - June 20 - 22

School is almost out and the summer is
beginning so start the summer off well with a retreat and
an opportunity to play and have fun as well as talk and
share and grow in faith! We will gather in the church
parking lot at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, June 20 and
return in the afternoon on Friday, June 22. Flyers with
more details are available as well as a registration form.
See Tracy for more information (775.4301/
tracy(@gracechurchvt.org).
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Music Notes

Sophia Chamberlain Vocal Recital

Sophia Chamberlain will
perform a vocal recital at Grace Church
Saturday, June 23, 2007 at 4:00 PM.
She will perform music from a variety
of eras and countries, including —
Baroque and Classical from Germany and Italy. Sophia
is a student of Lise Messier and Nan Nall and has
participated in Village Harmony camps and tours, Into
the Woods, and Rip Jackson's production of Jesus Christ
Superstar. She has also sung with the Grace Church
Teen Choir.

Sophie lives with her family in Castleton and
will graduate from Fair Haven High School in June.
This very talented young woman will attend SUNY
Potsdam's Crane School of Music in the fall.

Summer Choir
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There will be three

Efit opportunities to sing in the

> Opportunitics  choir this summer: June 24,
July 15 and August 5. You can
sing in one, two or three of these short commitment
Sundays. We will meet in the choir loft in the Sanctuary
at 9:00 AM and will sing for the 10:00 AM service.
Please join us! For more information, please call Diane
Chartrand at 775-4301.

Village Harmony Concert
July 23 at 7:00 PM

Village
Harmony, a talented
group of high school
choristers, will present
an early evening concert
of vibrant and eclectic choral music from the Balkans,
The Republic of Georgia, Russia, Finland, as well as
from the gospel, Appalachian and shape note traditions.
Village Harmony programs always include hymns and
tunes from the early New England and southern shape-
note singing traditions, with their fiery religious poetry,
lively four-part counterpoint and stark open harmonies.
The concert will be held Monday evening, July 23 at
7:00 PM at Grace Church. There will be a free-will
offering taken to help defray the costs of the concert.
For more information call the Church Office at
775-4301.

Summer Mission Trip
An opportunity for youth and adults!
August 4 -11

Join with others from
Grace Church as we travel to
Leeds, Maine to work with the
Rural Community Action , “iea
Ministry for a week this DA .~ qj
summer. We will work with — gy/dz [* (ISSIC [ VI
other volunteers on home
repairs, painting, and maintenance for rural elderly,
disabled, and disadvantaged families. The cost for the
week will be approximately $175 which will include
meals, housing, worksite supervisors, materials, and
programming. Scholarship money will be available —
don’t let the cost keep you from participating.

Registrations are available and an information
meeting will be held on Sunday, June 17 at 9:00 AM in
the Elevator Room.

Space will be limited to 20 participants so if you
are interested in attending, contact Tracy Weatherhogg
(775.4301/ tracy(@gracechurchvt.org).

Bring your contributions for
Grace Church’s

Table of Abundance

HARVEST

As the rain comes down and
the sun does shine ( 2 ),
gardens are beginning to grow! It
won’t be long before the first tomatoes
FOR THE MEED‘H of the season are hanging on the vine

and the cucumbers and green beans are in abundance. If
you are a gardener and you would be willing to share
some of the harvest of your garden with friends at Grace,
you are invited to bring produce or flowers each Sunday
morning and add them to the “Table of Abundance”
during Fellowship Time. The produce will then be
available for anyone who would like it. Although there
will be no cost for the produce, anyone who would like
to make a contribution is welcome to do so and money
received will be given to The Community Cupboard.
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The next “The Star” deadline will be
On TUESDAY, May 29, 2007
And will cover the period of

June 15, 2007 — July 6, 2007

Only 2 more issues before summer break!




Adult Spiritual Growth Summer Offering
Faith in Film

Second Wednesday in June, July and August
at 6:00 PM — Peter Cooper, facilitator

This summer Grace
Church will have its very own
film festival. Movies that reflect
our spiritual journeys will be
presented on the second
Wednesday of June, July, and
August at 6:00 PM with a
discussion to follow. Peter Cooper will host our *
*  programs. Bring a dish to share and your own
place setting for a pot-luck dinner, a comfortable chair if
you would like, and we will provide the popcorn and
beverages! Childcare will be available if requested. The
program will run from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

June 13 — Little Miss Sunshine starring \\A4 s
Abigail Breslin, Greg Kinnear, Alan = @g
- . : P
Arkin, and more. Olive is a little girl ////\l\ >
with a dream: winning the Little Miss
Sunshine contest. Her family wants her dream to come
true, but they are so burdened with their own quirks,
neuroses, and problems that they can barely make it
through a day without some disaster befalling them.
Circumstances conspire to put the entire family on the
road together with the goal of getting Olive to the Little
Miss Sunshine contest in far off California. Rating — R

July 11 — Charlotte’s Web starring Dakotah Fanning,
Kevin Anderson, and more. Wilbur the pig is
scared of the end of the season, because he
knows that come that time, he will end up on
the dinner table. He hatches a plan with
Charlotte, a spider that lives in his pen, to ensure
that this will never happen. Rating - G

August 8 — Amazing Grace starring lon Gruifidd,
Romola Garai, Albert Finney,and more. The story of
how idealist William Wilberforce maneuvers his way
through Parliament in 19th century England,
endeavoring to end the British transatlantic slave trade.
Rated - PG

The Reverend David Bruce says, “I love to go to
church and film festivals. For me both are spiritual
experiences. I believe that our search for God and life’s
meaning is reflected in Hollywood films and in our
culture. We look behind the surface to the deeper
emotional, spiritual and biblical connections.”

Another Successful Cemetery Cleanup!

Rutland's North Main Street Cemetery appeared
in much better condition after Grace Church members
worked on the grounds on Saturday, May 5. Trash
disappeared, flags were properly placed and numerous
branches felled by the storm were collected and sawed
up.

Special thanks go out to all the participants:
Allison, Steven and Ken Daw; Patrick, Matthew
Willem, Julie and Michael
Finnegan; Betsy and Don
Wickman; and Arnie
Williams.

In 2008 we'll return
again. Every year gets easier
in maintaining this period of | .. paw & Betsy Wickman
Rutland and church history.

Eco Corner

Tips for Reducing Emissions From Cars

1. Make sure you are not carrying around extra weight.
An extra 100 pounds reduces fuel economy by up to
2%. Carry luggage inside the passenger section of the
car rather than using trunk or roof to minimize drag and
maximize mileage.

2. Slow down and take it easy. When driving on the
highway, going just 5 mph over the speed reduces fuel
economy by 6%. Rapid acceleration and braking
reduces gas mileage and can burn an extra 125 gallons of
gas per year.

(Source: http://action.environmentaldefense.org )

Opportunities to Care for God’s Creation

In a recent article (reprinted from the & 5

+& 6 in the - % (4/16/07), it was
reported that Americans throw away about 100 billion
plastic bags every year! This amounts to “mountains of
plastic that can last for 1,000 years give or take a few
centuries.” It was also reported that “outside of the
United States, companies and countries are starting to
deal with this convenient menace. After Ireland slapped
a tax on plastic bags, use dropped by 90 percent almost
immediately.” There is some movement in a similar
direction in the US. San Francisco has become the first

major city to ban non-biodegradable

plastic bags. Qn'
We can do our part! Consider l

purchasing a Grace Church tote bag to

use when shopping and do your part to

care for God’s creation! Bags are available on the third
Sundays (or Sunday, May 27 this month) and through
the Church Office.




New Format for the 2007 Calendar of
Prayer for the United Church of Christ

The 2778 $
9 contains stories from
around the world and across the United States
that both illustrate the depth and breadth of
mission outreach of the United Church of Christ and
globally our partnership with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) through the common witness of the
Global Ministries. In it you will find stories of local
congregations, individuals, and faith communities from
around the world which speak to the one Church and the
still speaking God.

This calendar is now available in reproducible
format or on-line at www.ucc.org/faith. It is still
available for purchase as well at a cost of $7. Look for
copies of the weekly highlights from the
$ . on the literature tables or in the Church Office.
Take a copy home with you and be reminded that we are
all part of the work and witness of the wider church
through our ministry and through prayer.

Hospice Program Seeks Volunteers
You can make a difference in the lives of
terminally ill patients and their families.

o0 The Rutland Area Visiting Nurse
' © Association & Hospice (RAVNAH) will
" offer a free 8-week training class for
individuals who wish to become hospice
volunteers in the Rutland, Dorset and
Manchester communities. The training will begin on
Thursday, June 14 from 2:00 — 4:30 PM, and will
continue every Thursday until August 2. The sessions
will be held at RAVNAH, 7 Albert Cree Drive in
Rutland.

In the home or in a nursing facility, hospice
volunteers provide emotional support and respite to
terminally ill patients and their families. In the office,
volunteers can assist the hospice program in a variety of
ways including special events and clerical support.

The volunteer training will include an
introduction to hospice philosophy, education on death,
dying and grief, and the development of communication
and support skills.

Registration is required by Wednesday, June 6,
2007. For more information or to register, contact Randi
Cohn at RAVNAH at 770-1537 or rcohn@sover.net.

Please Note:
ALL Committee Reports for the Annual Report

are due in the Church Office no later than
Monday, June 4, 2007

Home Communion Home
o

The Diaconate invites Grace 3 e

Church members who are unable to

come to church to participate in a service of Extended
Home Communion on Sunday, June 3 2007 at their
place of residence. Please call the Church Office
(775.4301) before May 30, 2007 to arrange for this
service. Members of the Diaconate will plan to make the
home communion visits following the morning worship
service where communion will be held.

List of Graduates

We are preparing our annual list of
graduates who are a part of the Grace
Church family. If you, or someone you
know, will be graduating from high school
or college this year, please call the Church
Office. We will be publishing this list of graduates in
the June 15 issue of THE STAR. Please contact us no
later than June 6 with the needed information so that no
one is left out.

Please provide us with the name of the student,
the name of the school from which they are graduating
and its location, parents and grandparents. Thank you.

Strengthen the Church offering to be received
Sunday, June 24

This year as we celebrate the 50™ Anniversary of
the UCC on Sunday, June 24, we will be receiving the
Strengthen the Church special mission offering. This
offering is dedicated to faithfully building the body of
Christ by starting new churches where the need is great
and renewing existing congregations that only need
some assistance to thrive once again. Our contributions
to Strengthen the Church help fund ordained leadership
for these congregations. The Strengthen the Church
offering also funds programs for youth and young adults,
and leadership development for the whole church.

Please think about how important a strong and
vital church is to you and your family and consider
making a generous gift. Anniversaries are cause to
celebrate — what better way than to Strengthen the
Church for its next 50 years!

Every Christians Mission

“If I can stop one heart from breaking, I shall not live in
vain,” wrote Emily Dickinson. We don’t know what
prompted her comment, but Christians should consider
that a vital part of our mission in God’s world is to
prevent hearts from breaking.
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
(Unless otherwise noted):
8:30 Chapel Service followed by a Time of Fellowship
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Sanctuary Worship
11:15 Time of Fellowship

SUNDAY, MAY 27, 2007
Pentecost
Preaching: The Rev. John C. Weatherhogg.
Lay Reader: Kristen Peacock.
Flowers: The Flowers in the Sanctuary and the

Chapel on Sunday, May 27, 2007 will be to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of Murdo A. Cameron by Murdale
Leysath.

Spire: The Church Spire will be illuminated
evenings the week of May 27, 2007 to the Glory of God and in
loving memory of Houghton R. Hallock by Patricia Hallock
and his family.

SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 2007

Communion Sunday
Home Comunion

Preaching: Rev. John C. Weatherhogg.
Lay Reader: Ken Nelson.
Flowers: The Flowers in the Sanctuary for Sunday,

June 3, 2007 will be to the Glory of God.
Spire: The Church Spire will be illuminated
evenings the week of June 3, 2007 to the Glory of God.

SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2007

Confirmation Sunday
Lay Reader: Ellen Green.
Flowers: The Flowers in the Sanctuary and the
Chapel for Sunday, June 10, 2007 will be to the Glory of God.
Spire: The Church Spire will be illuminated
evenings the week of June 10, 2007 to the Glory of God and in
loving memory of Marion Loveland by Pat and Mo Tucker
and in loving memory of Al Ransom with love from Sue and
all his family.

PLEASE NOTE SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
EFFECTIVE MAY 28 (MEMORIAL DAY) THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 3 (LABOR DAY)

THE OFFICE HOURS WILL BE:

MONDAY — THURSDAY: 8:00-3:00

@ N 1Y) 2
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%l oo FRIDAY: 8:00-12:00 NOON i
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
May 25 12:30 PM Fortnightly Fete Day Celebration
May 26 9:00 — 12:00 Noon Clean Up Day
May 28 Church Office Closed Today
May 29 Summer Office Hours Begin
May 20 STAR DEADLINE
May 30 3:30 PM Heart to Heart
June 3 8:15 AM Teachers Meeting
11:30 AM Women’s Ministry Meeting
4:00 PM Confirmation Class
5:00 PM Youth Group
June 4 4:00 PM Stewardship
5:30 PM Music Committee
June 5 4:30 PM Stephen Ministries
7:15 PM Mission and Service
June 6 4:30 PM Finance Committee
5:00 PM Property Committee
6:30 PM Confirmation Sunday Rehearsal
June 7 6:45 PM Membership Committee
7:00 PM Care & Compassion Committee
7:00 PM Worship & Sacrament Committee
7:30 Children’s Ministries
7:45 PM Diaconate
June 10 8:15 AM Adult Education Committee
11:30 AM Eco Mission Meeting
11:30 AM Parish Life Committee
June 11 5:30 PM Children’s Ministry Meeting
June 13 6:00 PM Potluck
6:30 PM Faith and Film Series
On-Going Weekly Meetings
Mondays 8:00 AM AA (Alcoholics Anonymous)
5:15 PM Hospice Singing Group
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Handbells
Tuesdays 6:30 PM Step Up Program
7:00 PM AA (Alcoholics Anonymous)
7:00 PM Wit's End
7:00 PM GA (Gamblers Anonymous)
Wednesdays 7:00 AM Prayer Group
11:45 AM Men's Luncheon
Thursdays 12:00 PM AA (Alcoholics Anonymous)
Fridays 8:00 AM AA (Alcoholics Anonymous)

It's 6‘%‘“ i
axe ¢ r\tf-l/
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Born Tuesday, May 15, 2007 to Eric and
Kirsten Marsh. Amelia’s big sister Mia turned two on
Wednesday, May 16.

Congratulations everyone!



