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        ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE!ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE!ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE!ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE!    
 

 The Congregation’s Annual 
Meeting Part 2 will be held on Sunday, 
August 9 at 10:30 a.m.  in the Sanctuary.  
We will be voting on the revised Bylaws 
and the 2009/2010 proposed budget.  All 
members are expected to be present and 
friends are always welcome!  We look 
forward to your presence among us!  
Please note: One service only today at 
9 a.m. in the Sanctuary - No Chapel 
Service. 
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Opportunities to share your gifts 

through Christian Education! 
 

 Over the next weeks and 
months, we will be finalizing plans for the new 
program year.   Many volunteers are needed!  If 
you would be interested, or are willing to 
consider being involved in one of the following 
areas, we would love to hear from you.   

Any questions you may have can be 
directed to Tracy Weatherhogg at 
tracy@gracechurchvt.org  or 775.4301 or a 
member of the Children’s Ministries 
Committee. 
 

Child Care  
 If you would be willing to help on a 
Sunday morning during worship, or for special 
occasions,  and provide nurture and care for 
our youngest visitors to Grace we would love 
to hear from you! 
 

Summer Whole Church School Program 
 We are offering a broadly-graded 
summer whole church school program for 
children in preschool and older.  Volunteers are 
still needed for August. 
 

Church School (Toddler – 8th grade) 
Teachers are needed!  Curriculum is 

provided and team teaching allows for flexibility 
in scheduling.  NOTE:  A Church School 
Teachers’ Training meeting is planned for 
Sunday, August 30 at 8:15 a.m.  
 



A Note From Pastor 
 
Canary in a Coal Mine… 
 

 I get the words to 
songs in my head 
sometimes and I can’t 
seem to let them go.  
Music has a way of lifting 
our spirits, just as it can 
haunt us.  Right now I can 
hear Sting, the lead singer 
of the band The Police 

singing the words to Canary in a Coal Mine. 
 

First to fall over when the atmosphere is  
   less than perfect 
Your sensibilities are shaken by the 
  slightest defect 
You live your life like a canary in a  
   coalmine 
You get so dizzy even walking in a  
   straight line 

 
You say you want to spend the winter in  
   Firenza 
You're so afraid to catch a dose of  
   influenza 
You live your life like a canary in a  
   coalmine 
You get so dizzy even walking in a  
   straight line 
 
Canary in a coalmine 
Canary in a coalmine 
Canary in a coalmine 

    
 Zenyatta Mondatta, 1980 
 

 Most of us know that the jubilant 
Canary songbird was used in the mining 
industry as an early advanced warning 
system to signal miners that undetectable 
gases were present that would leak out of 
the earth’s crust and into mines dug to 
harvest the earth’s riches.  Because Canaries 
were highly susceptible to tiny amounts of 
these lethal gases, when the songbird 
stopped singing, everyone knew to abandon 
the mine!  The Canary was the harbinger of 
bad (literally, lethal) news! 
 
 God has given these little gifts to the 
human community so that it might survive.  
Sort of like a little-savior, the Canary gives 
its life to save others! 
 
 Jesus, our Savior, has given his life 
“that we might have it, and have it 
abundantly,” is what John’s Gospel tells us 
(10:10).  Our job is to harvest the fields of 
God’s abundance.   Again, as the scripture 
speaks about human souls, “the harvest of 
the earth is fully ripe.” 
 
 Our joy is to sing the Good News of 
God’s love to those workers who fear the 
toxins of the world encroaching upon 
them….We are still very much called and 
capable of singing boldly and loudly.  So let 
us sing! 
 
 Blessed harmony to you all! 
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 Perhaps you all noticed in a recent 
edition of the Rutland Herald that Linda 
Orr was named Realtor of the Year. 
  

Congratulations, Linda! 

 At the recent General Synod 
meeting of the UCC, Jennifer Wright was 
elected to serve on the Wider Church 
Ministries Board for a term beginning in 
2009 through 2015.   

Congratulations Jenn! 

START UP FOR FALL MUSIC PROGRAMS 2009 
 

`The Music Ministries at Grace Church will be starting up in the fall with a lot of exciting music  
and programs.  Here are the choirs and their first rehearsals: 
  

Sanctuary Choir (14 - adult): Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings 7 - 9 p.m. 
 First Rehearsal: Wednesday, September 9 

Tintinnabula (14 - adult): Rehearsals are Monday evenings 7 - 8:45 p.m. 
 First Rehearsal: Monday, September 14 

Children’s Choir (grades K - 6): Rehearsals will be Wednesday afternoons 4 - 5 p.m. 
  First Rehearsal: Wednesday, September 16 
Joyful Noise (Teen Choir  grades 7 - College): 
  Rehearsals are Sundays after church 11:45 - 12:30 p.m. 

 First Rehearsal: Sunday, September 20  

Summer Pick-up Choir! 
 
 If you are around this 
summer and want to sing in the 
choir there is one more Sunday, 
August 2, when the choir will sing.  
All are invited to sing in this short-

commitment Sunday when the choir will sing 
Gospel music with the Onion River Jazz 
Band, which is being sponsored by a church 
member in memory of a loved one. The 
choir will rehearse in the choir loft at  9 a.m. 
on August 2 and will sing at the 10 a.m. 
service.   
 Please call Rip Jackson at 775.4301 
or email him at arborcelt@aol.com for more 
information. 

The Little Prince 
Sunday, August 16 at  2 p.m. 

         Grace Church Sanctuary 
 

 Opera Theatre of Weston 
(OTW) co-producers and artistic 
directors Nan Nall & Lise Messier are 
pleased to announce that the opera 
company will present a semi-staged and 
costumed program of selections from The 
Little Prince  at Grace Church on Sunday, 
August 16 at 2 p.m. Taylor Ampatiellos and 
Hannah Sheehe, both in Grace Church 
choirs, are singing in the performance. 
Tickets are available at the door ($10 for 
adults, $5 for children). For more 
information contact OTW at 802.824.3821, 
e m a i l  o t w@ so ve r . n e t  o r  v i s i t 
www.operatheatreofweston.com. 
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Summer Mission Trip Summer Mission Trip Summer Mission Trip Summer Mission Trip ---- More volunteers welcome to join us!! More volunteers welcome to join us!! More volunteers welcome to join us!! More volunteers welcome to join us!!    
August 2 - 7 

  
Join with others from Grace Church as we travel to Leeds, Maine this summer to 

work with the Rural Community Action Ministry.  We will experience a variety of work 
opportunities including home repairs, painting, and maintenance for rural elderly, disabled, and 
disadvantaged families.  The cost for the week will be approximately $175 which will include 
meals, housing, worksite supervisors, materials, and programming.  Scholarship money will be 
available – don’t let the cost keep you from participating.   

Registration forms are available through the Church Office or on the literature tables.  
For more information or to register, contact Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/ 
tracy@gracechurchvt.org).  
 

The Summer Mission Trip - Needs Your Help! 
 

 Everyone in the congregation has the potential of participating in this summer’s mission 
trip to Leeds, Maine by making contributions to our trip.  The following items are needed: 
 

Spaghetti Sauce (meatless)  Coffee Cake   Spaghetti  
Muffins     Chili (meat and vegetarian) Cookies 
Lasagna (meat and vegetarian)  Desserts   Baked Chicken  
Homemade Macaroni and Cheese Snacks 
  

 Donated items can be frozen and will need to be in the Fellowship 
Hall kitchen, clearly marked for the Mission Trip, by Friday, July 31.   If you 
have any questions or to help out, contact Tracy (775.4301 or 
tracy@gracechurchvt.org ). 

    Grace Church Local Mission Opportunities    Grace Church Local Mission Opportunities    Grace Church Local Mission Opportunities    Grace Church Local Mission Opportunities    
                             August 3 - 7, 2009 

 

 Again this summer, the Mission and Service Committee is providing opportunities for 
hands-on service in our community through our Local Mission Week.  There are 
opportunities for adults, youth, and children to work with local agencies and community 
projects during the day or during the evening or to be part of the “Support Team.”  
Participate for a morning, afternoon, evening, day or the whole week!   
 If you are interested, contact Tracy (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org) or Holly 
Getty (345.3486/hngetty@gmail.com). 
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Faith and Film Continues 
this Summer! 

 

 Mark your calendars 
for the August Faith and Film night!  

A potluck dinner will begin at 6 p.m. and the 
movie at 6:30 p.m.  A short discussion will be 
held after the movie.   
 August 10 – The Visitor – Walter 
Vale a professor of economics at Connecticut 
College, and a widower who plods through 
life, travels to New York to deliver a paper at 
a conference, and finds that the Manhattan 
apartment he keeps but rarely visits has been 
surreptitiously rented to Tarek, a drummer 
from Syria, and Zainab, his Senegalese 
girlfriend, who sells handmade jewelry at flea 
markets. Walter’s initial dismay and irritation 
gives way to an instinctive flicker of 
compassion, and he invites the couple to stay, 
at least for a short while. The curious thing 
about “The Visitor” is that even as it goes 
more or less where you think it will, it still 
manages to surprise you along the way. 
(adapted from a NY Times plot summary)  
(Rated: PG -13) 

Listening for God  
Summer Book and Movie Discussion 

Thursday, August 20  
7 p.m. at Grace Church  

 

 Our next Listening for 
God Book Discussion will take 
place on Thursday, August 20 , at 
7 p.m. in the Church Parlor.  We 
will discuss The Soloist by Steve Lopez.   
Books are available on Sunday mornings or 
through the Church Office for $10.  Any 
questions, see Tracy Weatherhogg.  Then, 
we will gather on August 27 at 6 p.m. to 
watch the movie: The Soloist.  All are 
welcome! 

SAVE THE DATE* SAVE THE DATE* SAVE THE DATE* SAVE THE DATE* 

NEW ENGLAND  
WOMEN’S CELEBRATION VIII 

 

Together building Bridges 
“a time to break down and a time to build up..” 

(Ecclesiastes 3:3) 
 

March 12 - 13, 2010 
Burlington, Vermont 

 

 It is time to share the date for this 
wonderful opportunity to share with more 
than 1000 women of all ages from throughout 
New England.  There will be powerful 
speakers, worship, singing, workshops, sharing 
and fellowship.   Many women from Grace 
Church have attended previous celebrations in 
either Portland, Maine or Burlington, Vermont. 
More information is available at: 
 

www.uccwomenscelebration.org  
and in future issues of The Star. 

Welcome Table  Summer DinnerWelcome Table  Summer DinnerWelcome Table  Summer DinnerWelcome Table  Summer Dinner    
 

Sunday, August 23 at 5:30 p.m.Sunday, August 23 at 5:30 p.m.Sunday, August 23 at 5:30 p.m.Sunday, August 23 at 5:30 p.m.    
 

 Volunteers are needed to help 
with our Fourth Sunday 
Welcome Table Dinner on  
August 23.  We hope to be able 
to eat outside so help is needed 
with table setup and can be done 
immediately following worship on Sunday 
morning.  “Grill Masters”, cooks, bakers, table 
hosts, servers, and clean-up crew members are 
also needed.   If you are willing to help, please 
complete the SOS in the Sunday bulletin,  look 
for the sign-up during Fellowship Time, or 
contact Tracy Weatherhogg at 775.4301/ 
tracy@gracechurchvt.org) or the Church 
Office 775.4301/ graceucc@gracechurchvt.org. 
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HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIRHOLIDAY CRAFT FAIRHOLIDAY CRAFT FAIRHOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR    
Saturday, November 21, 2009 

 

Here is an opportunity to work together as a  
congregation to raise money for our church budget. 

 

THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS TO PARTICIPATE:THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS TO PARTICIPATE:THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS TO PARTICIPATE:THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS TO PARTICIPATE:    
 

We would love to have others join us on a Planning Committee.We would love to have others join us on a Planning Committee.We would love to have others join us on a Planning Committee.We would love to have others join us on a Planning Committee.    
    

We are looking for people to make items to sell:We are looking for people to make items to sell:We are looking for people to make items to sell:We are looking for people to make items to sell:    
 - jewelry    -note cards  
 -birdhouses    -quilts and wall hangings  
 -hand-crafted wooden items  -paintings, drawings, photos 
 -Christmas items (snowmen, angels, Santas, wreaths, ornaments, etc.) 
 -knitted items (hats, mittens, scarves, bags, etc.) 
 -hand-sewn items (aprons, tote bags, baby items, place mats, table runners, etc.) 
 

We are looking for people to make:We are looking for people to make:We are looking for people to make:We are looking for people to make:    
 -jams, jellies, fudge, pickles, salsa, etc. 
 -pies, rolls, bread, cookies, bars, etc. 
 

We will need people to work at a Café where we will serveWe will need people to work at a Café where we will serveWe will need people to work at a Café where we will serveWe will need people to work at a Café where we will serve    
 -muffins, sweet breads, coffee 
 -sandwiches, soups, chips and drinks. 
 

We want folks who could work at the “Kids Korner” with activities for kids.We want folks who could work at the “Kids Korner” with activities for kids.We want folks who could work at the “Kids Korner” with activities for kids.We want folks who could work at the “Kids Korner” with activities for kids.    
 

We need Workshop Leaders and Participants:We need Workshop Leaders and Participants:We need Workshop Leaders and Participants:We need Workshop Leaders and Participants:    
 Workshops are being planned for August, September, and October for people to 
 come and make things which we will then sell. 
 

We need people to work at the Craft Fair and with setWe need people to work at the Craft Fair and with setWe need people to work at the Craft Fair and with setWe need people to work at the Craft Fair and with set----up and cleanup and cleanup and cleanup and clean----up.up.up.up.    
 
IF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY WAY PLEASE CALL OR EIF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY WAY PLEASE CALL OR EIF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY WAY PLEASE CALL OR EIF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY WAY PLEASE CALL OR E----MAIL:MAIL:MAIL:MAIL:    
                Joan Sonneborn           Marty Barclay 
   jsnnbrn@aol.com  grambarclay@hotmail.com 
        483.2099                775.1076 
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Bring your contributions for 

Grace Church’s 

Table of AbundanceTable of AbundanceTable of AbundanceTable of Abundance    
Sundays throughout the summer 

 
 
As the rain 
comes down 
and the sun 
does shine 

(occasionally!), gardens are 
beginning to grow!   It 
won’t be long before the first 
tomatoes of the season are 
hanging on the vine and the 
cucumbers and green beans 
are in abundance.   If you are a 
gardener and you would be 
willing to share some of the 
harvest of your garden with 
friends at Grace, you are 
invited to bring produce or 
flowers each Sunday morning 
and add them to the “Table of 
Abundance” during Fellowship 
Time.  The produce will then 
be available for anyone who 
would like it and any produce 
left will be taken to the 
Commun i t y  Cupboard .   
Although there will be no cost 
for the produce, anyone who 
would like to make a 
contribution is welcome to do 
so and money received will be 
given to The Community 
Cupboard.   

Thank you! 

The Promise of Good Things 
 

 A woman in a nursing home was sitting in a rocking 
chair listening to a preacher on television. During his 
sermon, the preacher's face filled the screen. Suddenly, he 
shouted, "Something good is going to happen to you!" 
 A nurse standing near the old woman heard her say, 
"Well, let it happen, Sonny!" 
 God promises good things to us all: "I will send 
down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of 
blessing" (Ezekiel 34:26, NRSV). 
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 ON-GOING WEEKLY 
EVENTS 

 
SUNDAY 
  8:30 Chapel Service 
  9:00 Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 Sanctuary Service 
11:15 A Time of Fellowship 
 

 
MONDAY 
  8:00 AA 
  7:00 Boy Scouts 
     

 
TUESDAY 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
  6:30 Step Up Program 
  7:00 Wits End Support Group 
  7:00 AA 
  7:00 GA 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 
  7:00 Prayer Group 
  8:00 AA 
11:45 Men’s Luncheon 
12:00 AA 
 
 

THURSDAY 
12:00 AA 
 

 
FRIDAY 
 8:00 AA 
 

 
SATURDAY 
 

 
 
 
GPS - Grace Preschool      
CWU - Church Women United     
WM - Women’s Ministries   
AA- Alcoholics Anonymous    
CS - Church School 
GA - Gamblers Anonymous 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNES-
DAY 

THRUSDAY FRI-
DAY 

SATURDAY 

 
 
 

     8/1 

8/2      Jazz Sunday 
 
9:00 Summer Pick up  
       Choir Rehearsal 

 8/4 
 
7:00 Compas-
sionate 
Friends 

8/5 
 
8:00 Property 
Committee 
 
   

8/6 
 
6:00 Diaconate 
Retreat at       
Wendy Daley’s 

8/7 
 
 

8/8 
 
10:00 Art in the 
Park Summer Festi-
val 

8/9   One Service Only 
No Chapel Service 

 
  9:00 Sanctuary Service 
10:30 Annual Meeting 
         Part 2 
10:00 Art in the Park 
         Summer Festival   
  5:00 VISTA 

8/10 
 
Faith and Film 
Series 
6:00 Potluck 
Dinner 
6:30 Film - The 
Visitor 

8/11 
 
8:30 Planned 
Giving  
4:30 Stephen 
Ministries 
5:00 Finance 
Committee 

8/12 
STAR DEAD-

LINE 
 
7:00 Knitting 
Klatsch 

8/13 
 
 
 
6:00 Personnel 
Committee 

8/14 
 
 
 

8/15 
 
 
 

8/16 
 
No Parish Lunch Today 

 
2:00 “Little Prince” in 
         Sanctuary 

8/17 
 
 
 

8/18 
 
 

8/19 
 
9:30 Knitting 
Klatsch 

8/20 
 
Listening for God 
Book & Movie 

Discussion 
7:00 Discussion 

8/21 8/22 

8/23 
  8:45 Children’s Ministries 
11:30 Jubilee Justice 
 
  5:30 Welcome Table  
         Dinner 

8/24 
 

 

8/25 8/26 
 

8/27 
 
Listening for God 
Book & Movie 

Discussion 
6:00 Movie 
6:00 Church 
Council  

8/28 8/29 
 
8:30 New Mem-
bers’ Class 
 
 

8/30     New Members 
Received 

 
  8:15 CS Teachers’ 
         Training 
11:30 Eco-Mission 

8/31 
 
 

  .   

Summer Mission Trip to Leeds, Maine August 2 - 7 

Local Mission Opportunities August 3 - 7 

 

Looking ahead to September 
Bethany Birches Camping Weekend - September 4 - 7 

“Shine on Us” Revival - September 10 - 12 
Homecoming Sunday, September 13 
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Bethany Birches Camping Weekend – 
September 4 - 7 

  

 Everyone is invited to join with 
others from Grace Church 
for a camping weekend filled 
with lots of fun, fellowship, 
and food!  All ages are 

welcome and expected.  Cabins are available 
for those who do not have camping gear but 
are still interested in getting outdoors with 
friends and family from Grace Church.  A 
pavilion and kitchen are available for our use 
as well.   
 For more information, contact the 
Church Office (775.4301) or John or Tracy 
Weatherhogg. 

Knitting Anyone? 

 

. . .  a casual gathering 
o f  f o l k s  f o r 
r e f r e s h m e n t s , 
conversat ion  and 

knitting, will meet on Wednesdays, August 
12 at 7 p.m. and August 19 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Church Parlor.  Contact Marie Gosinski 
(775.3914) with any questions. 
 

 Bring your needles and come knit 
and purl with us!  We would love to have 
you. 

Would You Like Would You Like Would You Like Would You Like     

to Become a Member to Become a Member to Become a Member to Become a Member     

of Our Grace Church Family?  of Our Grace Church Family?  of Our Grace Church Family?  of Our Grace Church Family?      

    

Mark your calendars nowMark your calendars nowMark your calendars nowMark your calendars now    

and plan to attend!and plan to attend!and plan to attend!and plan to attend!    
 

 O n  S a t u r d a y , 
August 29 we will have our 

New Members Class from 8:30 a.m. to noon 
where you will be  provided with 
information about Grace Church and the 
membership process.  You will  have the 
opportunity to provide any information 
about yourself that you would like the 
church to know.  
 On Sunday, August 30 New 
Members will join the church at the 10 a.m. 
worship service.   

 If you would like to join the church, 
or have any questions, please call pastor John 
Weatherhogg at the Church Office 
(775.4301), or Jim Graves at (235.2098). 

Chaffee Art Center’s 
48th  Annual  

Art in the Park Summer Festival 
 

 The Chaffee Art 

Center presents the 48th  
 Annual Art in the Park 
Summer Festival to be 
held on August 8 and 9 
in Main Street Park .  
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday with door prize drawings held 
throughout each day.  Voluntary donations 
appreciated. 
 

 Here is some of what will be there: 
 

exhibitors of fine art; crafts and specialty 
foods; musical entertainment; children’s 
activities; food concessions, demonstrations. 
 

 Proceeds support the Chaffee Art 
Center.  For more information call 775.8836 
or the Chaffee Art Center at 775.0356. 



Community Cupboard Up-date   
* After many years of service one of our long 

time volunteers, Peg Johnson has, retired.  We are 
grateful for her commitment and support of the mission 
of the Community Cupboard.   

* During May Grace Church donated 100 items, the year 
to date total 1,248 items.  

* A total of 13,603 items were taken in, 15,356 items 
were dispersed to 418 families. There is a total of 2,381 
families registered, 45 new families registered in May.  

* 5,529 items were donated from the Letter Carrier 
Drive.  

* *Some items always needed at the CC are: chunky 
soups, meats, canned fruit, vegetables, crackers, pasta, 
pasta sauce, and prepared dinners, Larger size items are 
in high demand for families of 4 or more. 

              Climate Change Grant              Climate Change Grant              Climate Change Grant              Climate Change Grant    
 

 At the January 2009 special meeting about the church's budget, 
David Charnock stood up and said that there is money out there that 
the government is giving away, and challenged us to find out how to 
get some!  Well, Susan Bassett discovered that the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources (ANR) is overseeing the State’s efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. The ANR wants to help Vermont 
communities improve energy efficiency as an effective means for 
reducing greenhouse gases and saving tax dollars.  Sue gathered a small 
group who, with input from the Property Committee, wrote a grant 
proposal which was submitted to the ANR on April 30.     

On June 29 Governor Douglas announced that Grace Congregational Church is one 
of the organizat ions who were awarded Cl imate Change Grant 
monies: $11,072 for weatherization and improving electrical efficiency. This work will reduce 
our annual carbon emissions by 19 tons.  The projects include insulating the walls of 
Fellowship Hall and the attics above the kitchen and the library/music office area.  The Eco-
Mission group will be expanding their CFL light bulb sales into the Rutland area, helping other 
churches educate their congregations to reduce electricity usage.  There are some "cold" 
doors in the church building that will get insulated, and we will reduce air leaks as much as 
possible.  Expect to find motion sensitive light switches in the hallways, bathrooms and other 
heavily used areas which will turn off the lights when rooms are unoccupied.    

 Your assistance is needed!   We will be recruiting volunteers for some of these 
projects - everyone is welcome to pitch in and help.  Look for more information in the Sunday 
bulletins and on posters around the church. 
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If I Had my Life to Live Over 
(by Erma Bombeck written after  

she found out she was dying) 

º I would have burned the 
pink candle sculpted like a rose 
before it melted in storage. 
º I would have taken the 
time to listen to my grandfather 
ramble on about his youth. 
º I would have talked less 
and listened more. 
º Instead of wishing away 
nine months of pregnancy, I’d have 
cherished every moment and 
realized that the wonderment 
growing inside of me was the only 
chance in my life to assist God in a 
miracle. 
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 SAVE THIS DATE! 
 

Coming to Grace Church …  
 

“Shine on Us” Revival! 
 

September 10, 11, and 12 
 
 

Prayer Service, Film and Discussion, Activities, Dinner, Music and Worship and more! 
 

* Thursday, September 10 - Pies and prayer service in the chapel and the parlor 
 

* Friday, September 11 - Pot-luck and movie night, possible showing “Ordinary Radicals” 
(check out the website at www.theordinaryradicals.com) 

 

* Saturday, September 12 - Revival service with a guest preacher, hymn sing,  
music and movement, candlelight closing with luminaries,  

committee tables (the tables traditionally on display  
after the Homecoming Service set up early with hands-on activities),  

a chicken barbecue dinner, a big tent and lots of fellowship. 
 
 

 How can you help us get ready?  Look for ways to sign-up to help in the SOS in the 
Sunday bulletins or a sign-up during Fellowship Time.  We will need … 
 

  *Pie bakers     *Help with food on Saturday 
  *Set-up and arrangements volunteers  *We would love to have a big tent.  
  

For more information contact Tracy at (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org). 

A Little Silver 
 
 Once upon a time, a miserly man visited a minister. The minister 
led him to a window. "Look out there," he said, "and tell me what you see."  
 "I see nothing but some people," replied the rich man somewhat 
 disdainfully.  
 Then the clergyman led the miser to a full-length mirror. "And what do you see now?" 
he asked.  
 "I see myself," answered the rich man, puffing up his chest and admiring his reflection.  
 "That's the problem!" said the minister. "The window is made of glass, and the mirror 
is also made of glass. But the glass of the mirror is covered with a little silver. No sooner is a 
little silver added than we cease to see others and see only ourselves." 
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Greetings from Finance! 
 

Here is the final update on the 08/09 budget, as of the end of June: 
 
 As of 6/30/09, we had projected $690,296.00 of revenue and 
$699,368.00 of expenses, plus the rolled-over deficit of $29,870.23 from the 
prior fiscal year for a deficit of ($38,942.23); instead we find ourselves with 
$710,843.45 of revenue and $712,067.64 of expenses.  The hard work on the Budget Deficit 
Assistance line paid off; we ended the year with $12,756.73 towards that rolled-over deficit of 
$29,870.23 – we reduced that by almost half!  However, we still have to add $17,113.50 to our 
balance – leaving us with a deficit of ($18,337.69) as the fiscal year ends.  To put this in 
perspective, set aside the carry over and just look at what our projected budget envisioned for 
this month; we anticipated the month ending with a ($9,072.00) deficit but closed it out with a 
deficit of ($1,224.19).  The biggest reason for this was that we received $11,963.52 in “extra” 
income from the Fox Fund; what this means is that the revaluation of the Fox Fund did not 
happen in March as scheduled, so that the anticipated reduction in the monthly draw did not 
occur in this fiscal year (but we will be dealing with it in the next). 
 I want to thank everyone for all their hard work this year; all of the committees 
members, Church Council, our terrific staff, and every single member of Grace Church.  This 
was an incredibly difficult year for all of us – personally, professionally & church-wide – but we 
pulled together, made some difficult decisions, wore coats during the services and managed to 
pull out of this economically stunning year with only a $1,224.19 deficit. 
 Time for my monthly plug about the Budget Deficit Assistance line item, because yes: 
we still have a deficit carry-over from 2007/2008 and 2008/2009.  Finance is committed to 
presenting a balanced budget for the new fiscal year, but we will have to continue paying down 
the deficit carry-over of $18,337.69.  Every little bit helps – if each pledging unit could give an 
additional $73.00 by 6/30/10, we would erase that deficit figure.  If sending money to help with 
the deficit, please be sure to mark your check and/or envelope as Budget Deficit Assistance or 
BDA, so that it goes to the correct line in the budget. 
 Please consider what you can give to Grace Church to help her keep doing great 
things!  It is never too late to return your Fiscal Year 09/10 pledge; if you have any questions 
about your current pledge or need a pledge card, please call the Church Office at 775.4301 
and Krey or Sandy will be happy to help you. 
 As always, if you have any questions about the budget or the Finance Committee, 
please stop one of us after church or contact me directly at beth@direct-com.com. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 

     Beth Wolven 
     Chair, Finance 
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( A Note from Katie Netsch who is serving with the Peace Corp in Kyrgyzstan) 
Hello to all those state side!!    
     Sorry about disappearing for a few months there.  I have had this email in progress for a while but when I 
was getting emails from people at home wondering if I was still alive I figured I better get my act together 
and send it along. 
     I hope this finds everyone well and in good spirits now that it is spring, almost summer, time.  We had a 
pretty cold spring here, with snow in some areas. It almost felt colder than winter some days…it was 
depressing.  But now the weather has turned around, although the water in the lake is still too cold in 
comparison to the air temperature, I know that good swimming weather is right around the corner! 
     So not too much is new around here.  I just finished a week of camp, funded through a partnership grant, 
which was a lot of fun.  It’s hard to believe that it is already over; we were planning for so long.  We had 11 
kids from the capital and 7 from Cholpon-Ata.  It was a great time.  As always with summer camps it is a 
bummer when it ends because the kids are finally starting to open up and show their true selves.  It was a bit 
frustrating for me I will admit because all these kids came from broken homes and the social worker deep 
down inside wanted to ask the important questions and find out where they thought their life was heading, 
but I couldn’t ask those important questions because of the language barrier.  But if you are ever learning a 
language having a summer camp with kids is probably one of the best ways to improve your language.  There 
were a few other volunteers working with me and we were simply exhausted everyday between being with 
kids from sun up to sun down plus the foreign language component it was amazing how my body would just 
shut down!  I then went to Karakol for the weekend after camp to see some friends and when I came home I 
came home to no water for a whole week.  Because I didn’t know this I was unprepared and came home 
with dirty laundry and a dirty body!  Needless to say it is a low point for cleanliness!  I just want all of you at 
home to never take for granted your running water and the ability to take a shower instantly rather than 
having to take an hour to boil water to bucket bathe! 
     I am planning a week to the southern part of the country next week so that should be lots of fun.  My 
friend Lynnie and I are going; we are driving one way to see the views and then will probably fly back north. 
From what I have heard the south is almost like a completely different country.  So I will report back to the 
interesting things I find! 
     I recently wrote a grant for a cooperative barn to be built in my area, but the donor turned it down so I 
am on the hunt for a new sponsor.  My organization is also interested in starting a pediatric medical clinic so 
I have been looking for sponsors for such a project.  There is only one clinic on the north shore of the lake 
so we would like to start one in Choplon-Ata that would have a sliding scale fee.  Orphans would be able to 
go for free and so on.  If anyone knows of a company that might be interested in funding such a project 
please let me know.  This is probably what I will be working on this summer.  They are also interested in 
starting a community green house. This is the point I think where I am starting to be seen as a funding 
source! I keep trying, but it’s harder than the locals realize I think.  But I will try as long as I can stand it. 
     My dad and my brother have made the commitment to come visit me at the end of August, which I am 
super excited for.   I probably won’t be able to come back to the states during my time here so I am excited 
that I get to see some family! 
     I have tied a few times to send pictures home but because all the connections here are dial up I have 
been unable to do so.  I will send Nathan home with a flash drive full of pictures so he will be able to send 
them out to everyone.  Sorry about the delay! 
     So I think that is about all caught up. I am just plugging away in my little one room apartment, admiring 
how dirty my hair is and wishing with all my might that I could just jump in the shower and throw my laundry 
into the washing machine!!!!   Think of me when you enjoy these simple luxuries!!! 

 

                 Always, Katie 



Flower  MemorialsFlower  MemorialsFlower  MemorialsFlower  Memorials    
 

 
 

The Sanctuary and Chapel  
Flower Memorial for July will be 

 

 
August 2 to the Glory of God.  
August 9 to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
  of Jeanne Rodgers by her husband Dick 
  and family. 
August 16 to the Glory of God.  
August 23 to the Glory of God and in loving memory  
  of William Wright by his wife Polly and 
  family.  
August 23 to the Glory of God.  
 
 

    
(Please note:  If you would like to have a flower memorial in 
memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please 
contact Cathy FitzGerald at 775.3243.) 

 
 
 
 
 

      Spire LightingsSpire LightingsSpire LightingsSpire Lightings 
 
 The Church Spire will be illuminated  
 

 
August 2 to the Glory of God.  
August 9 to the Glory of God.  
August 16 to the Glory of God and in  
  loving memory of Viletta Willard 
  Terrill  and William Eddy Terrill by 
  Shirley Terrill Holdman. 
August 23 to the Glory of God.  
August 30 to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
  Of Charles Jones by his wife Ruth and  
  family.  
 
 

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in  
celebration or in the memory of a loved one please contact 

the Church Office (775.4301).  The cost for this is $20.  
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