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Vacation Bible School
July 27 - 31
9 a.m. - 12 noon
Who Is Our Neighbor? The
Story of the Good Samaritan

<

i
e

Registration forms available through the
Church Office, on Sunday mornings during
Fellowship Time, or on the literature tables.
Complete your registration forms and send them
in soon!

Mission Project:

Our daily offering will go to support Jenn
Wright's HEAL The Children Foundation. In
addition, we will be collecting items for The
Community Cupboard, making jars to begin a
Pennies for Peace project (watch for more
details!!), and knitting squares for children in
Africa.

How can you help?

« Volunteer to help in a classroom or with crafts
— even if you are not available for the whole
week we would love to have you join us!

e Save your glass jars, 12-16 ounces, and lids.

e Be a knitting buddy — help children learn to
make the blanket squares for a short time
each morning.

e Be a Monday morning greeter!

e Provide refreshments for
morning.

Contact Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301 /
tracy@gracechurchvt.org), Betsyjune Bennett
(773.2195), or Julie Finnegan (468.5197/
fike2ski@myfairpoint.net) to volunteer!

teachers one

Vacation Bible School

Volunteer Training Meeting
Thursday, July 9% from 9:30-11 a.m.

All volunteers who @ @
will be working with mw
our Vacation Bible °
School this summer are invited and
encouraged to attend our training
meeting on Thursday, July 9, from 9:30 -
Il aam. We will explore the stories for
each day and the extended theme, as
well as become acquainted with the
schedule and other details. Childcare
provided upon request. Any questions,
see Betsyjune Bennett (773.2195), Julie
Finnegan (468.5197), or Tracy
Weatherhogg (775.4301).
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A Note From the Pastor.....
Insurgency of
Discernment?

X | read an article in a
| recent Newsweek magazine
(June 22, 2009) that defined a
small, quiet movement by six
US Senators to speak with
President Obama, Treasury
Secretary Geithner and Economic Advisor
Summers as an “insurgency to save
capitalism.” Because the word has such a
politically loaded definition in today’s culture
relating to terrorism, | had to look-up the
term “insurgency” to make the connection to
capitalism! “Rebellion,” “Revolution,”
“Revolt,” “Uprising,” “Mutiny,” “Riot,” were
all relevant terms! What kind of insurgency

would it take to ‘“save capitalism?”’ |
wondered. Are these Senators to be
considered “terrorists” or, “capitalist

heroes!?” (Remember the American Revolution?)
Essentially, they want to close certain
loopholes in commodities trading and tighten
the overall regulation of the financial markets.
What a revolution! If we were to use the
same terminology in first-century Palestine,
Jesus was certainly an insurgent! He would
have easily been classified as a revolutionary —
in fact, he was hung on a cross as a promoter
of sedition!

Perhaps we will need some kind of
insurgency of Spirit to lead us into a new day
here at Grace Church. As we come together
in Annual Meeting (June 28 and August 9), we
will be keenly aware of how the financial
markets have deeply affected our ability to
operate the mission and ministry of Jesus in
this community. I’'m anticipating that our
budget for 2009-2010 will be dramatically
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reduced unless we see a revolutionary
increase in anticipated pledge income. That
being the case, we will have a profound matter
placed before us as a congregation — namely,
how shall we continue in the mission and
ministry that God has placed before us with
the budget that we can afford?

Ah, this is where the Spirit comes to
dance among us with an insurgency force! As
the early church was led, so are we to dance
with God’s Spirit to a new song of faith that
will propel us into a new age in terms of how
we accomplish our work on behalf of God’s
Way! One of the greatest hurdles that we will
face will be a challenge to give witness to our
faith as a living relationship with God, Jesus
and the Holy Spirit to those completely
outside the expression of faith! How do we
accomplish this and what is the motivating
factor that will guide us?

| would submit that the starting point
in this endeavor would be to earnestly open
our hearts to God in prayer. The key to this
will be remaining in an open frame of mind and
heart to listen for God’s Spirit to lead us.
Rather than simply asking God to take care of
it all like some heavenly Sugar Daddy, our
faithful work will be to submit ourselves
obediently to God’s Spirit, remaining open to
the moment when it presents itself and then
taking the faithful step to give voice to all that
God has done in our lives, community and
world. It’s about a ‘revolution of discernment’
— taking the time to seek-out God’s heart and
then respond appropriately. Doesn’t
necessarily feel like “summer fare,” but | like
the idea of prayerful discernment in a colorful
summer garden of insurgency!

May the warmth of the season fuel
your heart into a deep, discerning prayer!

See you around!



A Broadway Cabaret
Sunday, July 12 at 7 p.m.

Grace Church Sanctuary

Grace Church will present a
Broadway Cabaret under the

direction of Rip Jackson on Sunday,
July 12 at 7 pm. A group of
talented choral singers and soloists will

perform music from Wicked, A New World,
Rent, and West Side Story. A free will offering
will be accepted to benefit the music program
at Grace. For more info about the concert
call 775.4301 or email dchart60|0@aol.com.

Summer Pick-up Choir!

If you are around this summer
@l and want to sing in the choir there
| will be two more Sundays, July 19
¥[and August 2, when the choir will
sing. All are invited to sing in these
short-commitment Sundays. The Killington
Music Festival will be joining the Sanctuary
choir in singing portions of John Rutter’s
Requiem on Sunday, July 19 and on August
2 the choir will sing Gospel music with the
Onion River Jazz Band. The Killington
Music Festival Orchestra is donating their
musical services and the Onion River Jazz
Band is being sponsored by a church
member in memory of a loved one. The
choir rehearses at 8:30 a.m. in the choir loft
on July 19 and 9:00 a.m. on August 2 and
sings at the 10 am. service on both
Sundays. There will be an extra rehearsal
for the Rutter Sunday on Wednesday night,
July 15 from 6:30 - 8 p.m. Please call Rip
Jackson at 7754301 or email him at
arborcelt@aol.com for more information.

Vivaldi’s Four Seasons
At the Southern Vermont Center for
the Arts in Manchester, VT
Thursday, July 23 at 7:30 p.m.

Our minister of Music, Rip
Jackson, will be joining the
Manchester Festival of Music
Orchestra in a performance of
Vivaldi's Four Seasons. He will be
playing his French Double manual harpsichord
in the concert. Orchestral works by
Beethoven and Ravel will also be performed
that evening. For tickets and information
please call (802) 362.1956 or visit their

website www.mmfvt.org.

The Little Prince
Sunday, August 16 at 2 p.m.

in the Grace Church Sanctuary

Opera Theatre of Weston (OTW)
3| co-producers and artistic directors
[ Nan Nall & Lise Messier are pleased to

announce that the opera company will
present a semi-staged and costumed program
of Selections from The Little Prince at Grace
Church on Sunday, August 16 at 2 p.m. Taylor
Ampatiellos and Hannah Sheehe, both
members of the Grace Church Youth choirs,
are singing in the performance. Tickets are
available at the door ($10 for adults, $5 for
children).  For more information contact
OTW at 802.824.3821, email otw@sover.net

or visit www.operatheatreofweston.com.

Annual Meeting Part 2

Sunday, August 9, 2009
One service only at 9 a.m.
Meeting begins at 10:30 a.m.
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Mark Your Calendar! Don’t miss out on the fun!
Looking Ahead to Special Events this Summer!

Vacation Bible School - July 27 - 31
ST For children 3 years through 6" grade. Teachers and volunteers needed!
Registration forms available! Sign-up has begun!

Mission Trip - Saturday, August | — Friday, August 7
We will go to Maine to work with Rural Community Action Ministry. Open to youth and
adults! (More info on page 6.)

Local Mission Work Week — August 3 - 7

Opportunities to work within our own community! Participate for a
morning, afternoon, evening, day or the whole week! Volunteers are also
needed to help in the coordinating and planning of this week. If you are
interested, contact Tracy (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org) or Holly Getty
(345.3486/hngetty@gmail.com).
(More info on page 6.)

., Bethany Birches Camping Weekend - September 4 - 7

I Everyone is invited to join with others from Grace Church for a camping
weekend filled with lots of fun, fellowship, and food! All ages are welcome and
expected. Cabins are available for those who do not have camping gear but
are still interested in getting outdoors with friends and family from Grace Church. A pavilion
and kitchen are available for our use as well. For more information, contact the Church Office
(775.4301) or John or Tracy Weatherhogg.

e

SAVE THE DATE!
- — Coming to Grace Church ... —
— ; September 10, |1, and 12 - —
“Shine on Us” Revival!

Prayer Service, Film and Discussion, Activities, Dinner, Music and Worship and more!
Stay tuned for more details!

How can you help us get ready? Look for ways to sign-up to help in the SOS in the Sunday
bulletins or a sign-up during Fellowship Time. We will need ...
*Pie bakers *Help with food on Saturday
*Set-up and arrangements volunteers *We would love to have a big tent.
If anyone has a tent or knows of someone who does, please contact Peter Cooper (773.7601/
pcooper | 0@myfairpoint.net) or Tracy at (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org).
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Faith and Film Returns this Summer!

Mark your calendars for the summer Faith and Film series! Once a month
throughout the summer, we will gather to view a movie, share dinner, and
discuss the movie. The potluck dinner will begin at 6 p.m. with the movie at
6:30 p.m. A short discussion will be held after the movie. Note: a movie appropriate for
children can be made available upon request by contacting the Church Office (775.4301/
graceucc@gracechurchvt.org).

July 13 = Fireproof — Capt. Caleb Holt lives by the old firefighter's adage: Never leave
your partner behind. Inside burning buildings, it's his natural instinct. In the cooling embers of
his marriage, it's another story. After seven years of marriage, Caleb and Catherine Holt have
drifted so far apart that they are ready to move on without each other. Yet as they prepare to
enter divorce proceedings, Caleb's dad asks his son to try an experiment: The Love Dare.
While hoping The Love Dare has nothing to do with his parents' newfound faith, Caleb
commits to the challenge. But can he attempt to love his wife while avoiding God's love for
him? Will he be able to demonstrate love over and over again to a person that's no longer
receptive to his love? Or is this just another marriage destined to go up in smoke? (Rated: PG)

August 10 — The Visitor — Walter Vale, a professor of economics at Connecticut
College and a widower who plods through life, travels to New York to deliver a paper at a
conference, and finds that the Manhattan apartment he keeps but rarely visits has been
surreptitiously rented to Tarek, a drummer from Syria, and Zainab, his Senegalese girlfriend,
who sells handmade jewelry at flea markets. Walter’s initial dismay and irritation gives way to
an instinctive flicker of compassion, and he invites the couple to stay, at least for a short while.
The curious thing about “The Visitor” is that even as it goes more or less where you think it
will, it still manages to surprise you along the way. (adapted from a NY Times plot summary)
(Rated: PG -13)

LISTENING FOR GOD - SUMMER BOOK AND MOVIE DISCUSSION
Thursday, July 16 at 7 p.m.

Our next Listening for God Book Discussion will take place on Thursday, July
16, at 7 p.m. in the Church Parlor. We will discuss The Reader: A Novel by
Bernhard Schlink. Books are available on Sunday mornings or through the
Church Office for $5. Any questions, see Tracy Weatherhogg. Then, we will
gather on July 30 at 6 p.m. to watch the movie: The Reader. All are welcome!

Looking Ahead: = Book Discussion Movie
August 20: The Soloist August 27 ... if released on DVD!
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Grace Church Local Mission Opportunities
August 3 - 7, 2009

Again this summer, the Mission and Service Committee is providing opportunities for
hands-on service in our community through our Local Mission Week. There are
opportunities for adults, youth, and children to work with local agencies and community
projects during the day or during the evening or to be part of the “Support Team.”

Some of the places/projects where we will be working are:
Vermont Food Bank ATk .
The Open Door Mission -ﬁma‘a—,n‘h
Sunset Home : . = =
Dismas House Missier Oppurtunities
The Community Cupboard '

A new walking trail off of Curtis Ave. in Rutland
Grace Church

If you are interested in learning more about any of the following opportunities, complete
the insert that will be included in the Sunday bulletin in July, sign-up on the poster during
Fellowship Time, or contact Holly Getty, Local Mission Week Coordinator, at
(hngetty@gmail.com/ 345.3486) for more information.

Summer Mission Trip - August I -7
An opportunity for youth and adults!

: Join with others from Grace Church as we travel once again this summer
O “}‘ﬁl to Leeds, Maine to work with the Rural Community Action Ministry. We
5 will experience a variety of work opportunities including home repairs,
painting, and maintenance for rural elderly, disabled, and disadvantaged
families. The cost for the week will be approximately $175 which will
include meals, housing, worksite supervisors, materials, and programming. Scholarship money
will be available — don’t let the cost keep you from participating.
Registration forms are available through the Church Office or on the literature tables.
For more information or to register, contact Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/
tracy@gracechurchvt.org).
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Bring your contributions
for Grace Church’s

Table of Abundance

Sundays throughout the summer

It won’t be long before the
@i\ first tomatoes of the season
A\ are hanging on the vine and
@) the cucumbers and green
beans are in abundance. |If you
are a gardener and you would be willing
to share some of the harvest of your garden
with friends at Grace, you are invited to
bring produce or flowers from your garden
each Sunday morning and add them to the
“Table of Abundance” during Fellowship
Time. The produce will then be available
for anyone who would like it and any
produce left will be taken to The
Community Cupboard.  Although there
will be no cost for the produce, anyone
who would like to make a contribution is
welcome to do so and money received will
be given to The Community Cupboard.

Eco-Mission Membership

The Eco-Mission Group is looking for
additional members. If this is something that
you think you might be interested in we'd
love to have you join us. Check the Eco-
Mission Section in the Annual Report to see
some of what we do, or talk with any of our
members.

At present we have 10 members: Julie
Cooper, Chair; Ned Bogar; Kathy Doyle;
Kae Fretz; Becky Johnstone; Rebecca Kerns;
Anne Miller; John and Susan Stager; and Tracy
Weatherhogg, our Staff Liaison.

Our first meeting for the Church Year
2009-2010 will be on Sunday, August 30 at
[1:30 a.m.

Fourth Sunday
Welcome Table Summer Dinners

Sundays, July 26 and August 23 at 5:30

p-m.
Volunteers are needed to help [\&}
with our Fourth Sunday
Welcome Table Dinners

throughout the summer. We will
be eating outside so help is needed with table
setup and can be done immediately following
worship on Sunday morning. “Grill Masters”,
cooks, bakers, table hosts, servers, and clean-up
crew members are also needed. If you are
willing to help, please complete the SOS in the
Sunday bulletin, look for the sign-up during
Fellowship Time, or contact Tracy Weatherhogg
(775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org) or the
Church Office (775.4301/
graceucc@gracechurchvt.org).

GOOD NEWS ....

. .. . areason to celebrate and give thanks!!

e Strengthen the Church Offering (one of
the 5 for 5 special offerings of the UCQC)
was received on Pentecost Sunday, May 3|
and totaled $1053.

« Bath towels, beach towels, and flashlights
were purchased by the Mission and Service
Committee for Camp Agape backpacks
and contributions were requested. On
Sunday, June 14 $293 was received to fully

fund those purchases and more! Thanks
for your contributions!
e Blanket Sunday Offering - money is

received for the purchase of blankets
through Church World Service.
Contributions received to date - $854.

p <8

Page 7 - The Star



ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS

SUNDAY

8:30 Chapel Service
10:00 Sanctuary Service
I1:15 A Time of Fellowship

MONDAY
8:00 AA
7:00 Boy Scouts

TUESDAY

10:00 Staff Meeting
6:30 Wits End Support Group
7:00 AA
7:00 GA

WEDNESDAY
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 AA
I 1:45 Men’s Luncheon
12:00 AA

THURSDAY
12:00 AA

FRIDAY
8:00 AA

SATURDAY

GPS - Grace Preschool

CWU - Church Women United
WM - Women’s Ministries

AA- Alcoholics Anonymous

CS - Church School

GA - Gamblers Anonymous

“America stands
our f

on two great pillars — faith and morality. Without these,
oundation crumbles.” —George Washington
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SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

7/1 712 7/3 7/4

8:00 Property Com-

mittee CHURCH

OFFICE
6:30 Cabaret Rehearsal CLOSED
TODAY
-
715 Commun- | 7/6 717 7/8 719 7/10 7711
ion Community STAR
Cupboard Sunday 7:00 Compas- | 8:30 Planned Giving 9:30 VBS Training DEADLINE
sionate Friends Meeting 8:00 - Noon
12:00 Cabaret 6:30 Cabaret Rehearsal Church Council
Rehearsal Retreat
7/12 7/13 7/14 7/15 7/16 717 7/18
4:30 Mission & Faith & Film - | 4:30 Stephen 6:30 Summer Choir 7:00 Book Discus-
Service Fireproof Ministries Rehearsal sion/Parlor
5:00 VISTA 6:00 Potluck 5:00 Finance “The Reader”
7:00 Broadway | 6:30 Film Committee
Concert
7/19 Rutter 7/20 7/21 7122 7/23 7124 7125
Sunday
6:00 Church Council
8:30 Summer 7:30 Vivaldi’s Four
Pick-up Choir Seasons
Manchester, VT
*No Parish Life
Lunch
Today

7126 7127 7/28 7129 7/30 7/31
5:30 Welcome 9:00 Vacation | 9:00 Vacation | 9:00 Vacation Bible 9:00 Vacation Bible 9:00 Vacation
Table Dinner Bible School Bible School School School Bible School




Grace Church Graduates — 2009

Robert David Charnock Graduating from University of Vermont
Son of David and Julie Charnock
Grandson of Anna Pap

David F. Florance Graduating from Masconomet Regional High School in
Middleton, MA
Son of Bill and Martha Florance
Grandson of Alan and Betty Walker

[

Brooke Helwig Graduating from Plattsburgh High School in 2T = 2
Plattsburg, N'Y "t S
Will attend University of Albany (pre-med) in

Albany, NY
Daughter of Jeff and Robin Helwig
Granddaughter of Bob and Bette Parker

Great-Granddaughter of Harriet Potter ) Qur
Graduates

Zak A. Johnson Graduating from Rutland High School
Will attend St. Lawrence in Canton, NY
Son of Jack and Linda Johnson
Grandson of Mary and the late Johnnie Johnson

Matthew Marsh Graduating from US Naval Academy — Annapolis, MD
Son of James and Tracey Marsh

Jesse Brown Narkewicz Graduating from University of Vermont
(BS in mechanical engineering)
Son of Brian and Sarah Narkewicz
Grandson of Richard and Carol Narkewicz
Grandson of David and Carol Gaylord
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Grace Church Graduates — 2009

Michael “Bud” W. Moser Graduating from West Rutland High School
Son of Michael and Beth Moser
Grandson of Alan and Betty Walker

Courtney Parker Graduating from Rutland High School
Will attend Castleton State College (journalism)
Daughter of Rob and Michelle Parker
Granddaughter of Bob and Bette Parker
Great-Granddaughter of Harriet Potter

Brittany Anne Rodgers Graduating from Siena College — Loudonville, NY
Will be going on to graduate school.
Granddaughter of Dick and the late Jeanne Rodgers

Hannah Wright Graduating from Rutland High School
Will attend Bowdoin College — Brunswick, ME
. “& Daughter of Jim and Deb Wright &
i = e =)
Congratulations, Everyone! . ;
k‘ I hope your dreams take you to the corners of your smiles, ’ﬁ
.- - to the highest of your hopes,

to the windows of your opportunities,
and to the most special places your heart has ever known. ~Author Unknown

Summer Preaching Theme: Ephestans, The Gospel According to Paull

Summertime is a great time of year to recharge the batteries of life! It's a great ¢ .]L-
time to be outdoors enjoying God’s good creation. | love the summertime of our {  E
lives! /

This summer in worship, we are preaching upon the Book of Ephesians using ",'_
a much more didactic approach. What better way to learn about what God’s L i
hopes and dreams are than to glean them from the sacred writings themselves?! = ===
Beginning the end of June and continuing through the end of August, we hope to read
through the entire Book of Ephesians. It’s a great way to hear God’s Word, grow and go!
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Weatherhogg (775.4301/
bwickman@sover.net ).

Church §chool Teachers Needed
2009-2010 church school year

It is not too early to start thinking about next fall's church school
program. It has been another exciting year with the lessons for children of

> all ages directly related to what is taking place in the sanctuary each Sunday.
We are looking forward to another exciting year and are looking for volunteers who
would be willing to teach. Lesson plans are provided and each class has a team of teachers
working together so that it is not necessary for each teacher to be present every Sunday. If
you are interested in learning more about this opportunity or to volunteer, contact Tracy
tracy@gracechurchvt.org)

or Betsy W.ickman (775.4350/

Crafty People Take Notice!

Grace Church will hold a
Church-wide Holiday Craft
Fair in November 2009. We
hope to include all Grace
Church members in this large
scale event. We are looking for people
who would like to be part of the leadership of
this project, as well as folks who are willing to
donate a craft item. Some suggestions for the
Craft Fair include homemade jams, jellies,
pickles, canned veggies, knitted items,
woodworking items, quilted, woven, and
hand-sewn items, and much more. If each
person at Grace Church contributed one
item, we would have a successful event.
Please be thinking about what you might be
able to do to help support Grace Church in
this way!

If you have any questions, or would like to
join the leadership team of this project, please
contact Marty Barclay at 775.1076
(grambarclay@hotmail.com) or Joan
Sonneborn at 483.2099 (jsnnbrn@aol.com).

Thank You, Grace!

We received the following
thank you note from Betty
Edson at Camp Agape.

“A HUGE thank you to
our friends at Grace Church for your more-
than-generous donation of towels and
flashlights for Camp Agape!  You have
basically put us “over the top” and we are
delighted!

The very small den in my house is
presently overflowing with towels, and | will
be very glad when | can deposit them safely
with the Camp Agape folks later this month.

| plan to volunteer at camp one day this
summer and look forward to seeing many of
your colorful towels being happily used!”

“When | stand before God at the end of
my life, | would hope that | would not have a
single bit of talent left and could say, ‘l used
everything you gave me.”” - Erma Bombeck
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A Huge Thank You

And Bless You!
to the

Grace Church Community Wide Yard Sale & Chicken BBQ
Workers, Bakers, Cooks, and Supporters
We made $2000 dollars to help reduce the budget deficit.
We are most grateful for the kindness of donations from:
BROC Community Action Agency & Donna at Jen’s Motel— final goods distribution
Casella Waste Management- John Casella - refuse container
Daisy Hollow Farm- Bob Hill - hauling & trucking
Green Mtn. Bottle Redemption- Eric Lee — bottle returns
Ladabouche Furniture - Gary Ladabouche- furniture & bedding
Marble Valley Reprographics- Mark Miller — signage
Wallingford Grange — Charlie Gauthier - grill

e

19t Annual Dismas Dinner Auction Knitting Anyone?

On May 30 over 360 people in the
D ’;:,\\ Rutland Region gathered at the S . a casual
~N %m Holiday Inn in Rutland to celebrate the e '.:H:.r-r-.l_f.‘n.l.l gathering  of
= ) Dismas Community and to fundraise {jv’ _ SECT folks for
£’ one third of our annual budget. | Al refreshments,
would like to offer a humble and iL = conversation
heartfelt thank you to all who contributed to the [ & = and  knitting,

will meet on Wednesday, July 8 at 7
p-m. and on July 15 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Church Parlor. Contact Marie

success of this event. The Father Jack Hickey, OP
Award was given to the Baasch Family and the Grace
Church Choir for their ongoing support to the

NewStart Orphanage in Zimbawbwe. More than 60 | Gosinski (775.3914) with any
people from Grace Church were present at the [f questions.

Dinner Auction, to applaud the work of Rip Jackson,

the Grace Church Choir, and the Baasch family.

Due to the hundreds of individuals and businesses So far 237 pledge cards

who stepped forward during these challenging
economic times, Dismas House is pleased to report
that we easily met our goal of $63,000. Many
thanks to each and every one of you who helped to
make this goal a reality.

Joan Sonneborn,
Board President, Rutland Dismas House.

totaling $380,760.80 have been
received with an average pledge
of $1,606.59. Of the pledges
returned, 96% were pledgers last
year. Approximately 43 pledge
cards have not been returned.
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27" General Synod of the United Church
of Christ
Meets June 25 - June 30, 2009
Grand Rapids, Michigan

The United Church of
Christ is a denomination of
churches connected by
{ covenantal agreements to
worship and serve God
together. Every two years, our
denomination meets in a
general synod to conduct the national and
global business of our covenanted churches
and conferences. This year, in particular, we
will elect a new General Minister and
President of the denomination. The
Reverend Geoffrey Black is the nominee
who comes to the position as the most
recent Conference Minister of the New
York Conference.

Immerse Yourself - River City Saturday is a
special event this synod that will gather a
host of speakers, singers and writers to
entertain, push and prod the gathered to
respond faithfully to God’s claim upon our
lives. Our UCC ‘spirit’ will be flying high on
Saturday as hundreds of Stillspeaking kites
will be flying in the skies of Grand Rapids.
There are a multiplicity of resolutions that
will be voted upon that guide the UCC in
how it speaks out on behalf of the
Stillspeaking God. For more information
about the 27" General Synod and its
accomplishments, go to www.ucc.org.

My State is Great!
Free Sign-on today!

My State is Great is a|§
brand-new website being
developed by the Reverend |
Steven Berry, senior |
minister of the First|! A&
Congregational Church in  Manchester.
Steve has partnered with entrepreneur
Scott Morell to bring together the great
diversity of our nation in one place. The
concept behind My State is Great comes
from Steve’s passion for creating the Global
Meeting House, another idea to bring people
together globally around issues of
democracy, faith and education. Steve has
asked that as many people as possible log
on to www.MyStateisGreat.org and sign-up
as registered users of the website. As more
and more folks connect through My State is
Great, Steve can take this concept to the
next level of development. So, as you have
time, please connect to My State is Great,
sign-up (it's free!) and perhaps share a
reason or two as to why you believe
Vermont is a great state. Then return often
to the website to see what others say about
their great state!

Two men were in a boat fishing on a Sunday
morning. "l suppose we should have gone to
church this morning," said one man. "Don't you
feel a wee bit guilty about it?"

"Nope," said the other, "besides, | couldn't

have gone anyway. My wife's sick in bed today."

/@3'” (f‘gv‘// It's a Girll S
KL
Layke Denman Hedding

BornJune 7, 2009
71bs. 7 0z.; 20 3/4 inches long
Parents: Jamison and Heidi Hedding
Grandparents: Becky and Ray Hedding
and Gretchen Carberry.
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Greetings from Finance!

Here is the latest update on the budget, as of the end of May:

As of 5/31/09, we had projected $634,167.06 of revenue and $641,769.49 of

expenses, plus the rolled-over deficit of $29,870.23 from the prior fiscal year for a deficit of
($37,472.66); instead we find ourselves with $668,550.69 of revenue and $669,224.93 of
expenses. We continue to see growth on the Budget Deficit Assistance line and we now have
$9,370.23 towards that rolled-over deficit of $29,870.23; this means we still have to add
$20,500.00 to our balance - leaving us with a deficit of ($21,174.24) as the month ends. To put
this in perspective, set aside the carry over and just look at what our projected budget
envisioned for this month; we anticipated the month ending with a ($7,602.43) deficit but
closed it out with a deficit of ($674.24). This was due in large part to the completion of
several large pledges, so while this looks like we have made up ground on the budget, it was
really expected income that arrived in May.

Time for my monthly plug about the Budget Deficit Assistance line item: this will help us to
track any money that is received specifically to pay down the deficit carry-over from
2007/2008. As mentioned above, we have received $9,370.23 towards that figure; we will
keep you updated as the year comes to a close. Stewardship and Council are working on
finding creative ways to help reduce that number. You may recall the beautiful Peter Huntoon
watercolor prints that we sold just before Christmas; these prints are still available for order
by contacting the Church Office (775-4301) and would make a great gift. Grace Church
receives a commission for every print sold which goes toward the budget deficit reduction -
what a way to honor a loved one and help out the Church at the same time. Every little bit
helps - if each pledging unit could give an additional $100 by 6/30/09, we would erase that
deficit figure. If sending money to help with the deficit, please be sure to mark your check and/
or envelope as Budget Deficit Assistance or BDA, so that it goes to the correct line in the
budget.

Please consider what you can give to Grace Church to help her keep doing great things!
Stewardship is hard at work on their campaign for the next fiscal year, but it is important that
we keep our pledges current for Fiscal Year 08/09; if you have any questions about your
current pledge, please call the Church Office at 775-4301 and Krey or Sandy will be happy to
help you.

As always, if you have any questions about the budget or the Finance Committee, please
stop one of us after church or contact me directly at beth@direct-com.com.

Respectfully submitted,
Beth Wolven
Chair, Finance
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Flower Memorials

@%
% The Sanctuary and Chapel

Flower Memorial for July will be

July 5 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
John Johnson by his wife Mary.

July 12 to the Glory of God.

July 19 to the Glory of God.

July 26 to the Glory of God.

(Please note: If you would like to have a flower memorial in
memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please
contact Cathy FitzGerald at 775.3243.)

Spire Lightings
The Church Spire will be illuminated

July 5 to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of  Helen Weeks by
Pat and Mo Tucker; and in loving
memory of Elizabeth (Betty)
Dexter by Connie Kelley.

July 12 to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of Harry and Gladys
Hart.

July 19 to the Glory of God and in loving

memory of Walter T. C.
Findeisen by Judy Findeisen.

July 26 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Chet and Jo Eaton by Bart, John, Sue and
family.

##K|f you would like to have the Church Spire lit in
celebration or in the memory of a loved one please contact the
Church Office (775.4301). The cost for this is $20.
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According to an Arabian proverb, “A friend is one
to whom one may pour out all the contents of one’s
heart, chaff and grain together, knowing that the
gentlest of hands will take and sift it, keep what is
worth keeping and with a breath of kindness blow the
rest away.”

“A friend loves at all times” (Proverbs 17:17, NRSV).




